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Remarks 

Claims 17, 40, 42 and 43 have been canceled. Claims 1,18. 20-25. and 27 are amended. 
Claims 44 and 45 have been added. Claims 1-16, 18-39. 41. 44. and 45 are pending. 

Claims 20-25 and 27 have been amended to remove the word "material." This 
amendment was made to ensure that proper antecedent basis exists for the terms "sheet cuttef 
and ''sheet engagement mechanism." These amendments are not intended to. and do not limit the 
scope of claims 20-25 and 27 as originally presented. 

Objections 

Claims 3-4. 17. 21. and 40 were objected as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 
Applicants gratefiilly acknowledge the Examiner's statement that these claims would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including aU the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Claim 1 7 depended from claim 1. Claim 1 has been amended to include the limitations of 
claim 17. Please cancel claim 17. 

Claim 3 depends from claim 1 . New claim 44 has been added, which includes all the 
limitations of original claims 1 and 3. 

Claim 40 depended from claim 18. Claim 18 has been amended to include the limitations 
of claim 40. Please cancel claim 40. 

Claim 21 depends fxom claim 18. New claim 45 has been added, which includes all the 
limitations of original claims 18 and 21. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1, IS. 44 and 45 correspond to claims that the 
Examiner has indicated would be patentable. 

S 103 Reiectinitq 

Claims 1-2. 5-8. 10-12. 14-15, 18-20. 22-24. 27-28. 33-37, and 41-43 stand rejected 
under 35 USC § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Dylla et al. (U.S. 5.322.230) in view of Dylla 
(U.S. 5,330,125) and Weinberg et al (U.S. 5.916,651). 
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Please cancel claims 42 and 43 without prqjudice to filing a divisional application. 

Claim I has been amended to include the limitations of claim 17. Claim 18 has been 
amended to include the limitations of claim 40. The Patent Office has indicated that these claims 
would be patentable. (Office Action mailed April 13, 2004; 1 5.) 

Claims 2» 5-8, 1 0-1 2. and 14-15 each depend from amended claim 1 and add patentable 
features thereto. Claim 1 is patentable for at least the reasons stated above, thus claims 2, 5^8, 
10-1 2, and 14-15 are likewise patentable. Similarly, claims 19-20, 22-24, 27-28, 3307, and 41 
depend from claim 18 and add patentable features thereto. Claim 18 is patentable for at least the 
reasons stated above, thus claims 19-20. 22-24, 27-28. 33-37, and 41 are likewise patentable. 

Claims 42 and 43 have been canceled rendering the rejection with respect to these claims 

moot. 

In summary, the rejection of claims 1-2, 5-8, 10-12, 14-15, 18-20, 22-24, 27-28, 33-37, 
and 41-43 under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dyila et al. (U.S. 5,322,230) in 
view of Dylla (U,S, 5,330,125) and Weinberg et al (U.S. 5,916,651) has been overcome and 
should be withdrawn. 

Claims 9, 13, 16, 29-32, and 38-39 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dylla et al. (U.S. 5,322,230) in view of Dylla (U.S. 5,330,125) and Weinberg 
et al (U.S. 5,916,651), and further in view of Koza et al. (U.S. 5.431,767). 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the limitations of claim 17. Claim 18 has been 
amended to include the limitations of claim 40. The Patent Office has indicated that these claims 
would be patentable. (Office Action mailed April 13, 2004; ^ 5.) 

Claims 9, 13, and 16 each depend from amended claim 1 and add patentable features 
thereto. Claim 1 is patentable for at least the reasons stated above, thus claims 9, 13, and 16 are 
likewise patentable. Similarly, claims 29-32, and 38-39 depend from claim 18 and add 
patentable features thereto. Claim 18 is patentable for at least the reasons stated above, thus 
claims 29-32, and 38-39 are likewise patentable. 

In summary, the rejection of claims 9. 13, 16, 29-32, and 38-39 under 35 USC § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dylla et al, (U.S. 5,322,230) in view of Dylla (U.S. 5,330,125) and 
Weinberg et al. (U.S, 5,916,651), and further in view of Koza et al. (U.S. 5,431,767) has been 
overcome and should be withdrawn. 
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Claims 25 and 26 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dylla 
ct al. {U.S. 5.322,230) in view of Dylla (U.S. 5,330,125) and Weinberg et al. (U.S. 5,916,651), 
and further in view of McConnick et al. (U.S. 5,524,844). 

Claim 18 has been amended to include the limitations of claim 40. The Patent Office has 
indicated that this claim would be patentable. (Office Action mailed April 13, 2004; ^ 5.) 
Claims 25 and 26 depend from claim 18 and add patentable features thereto. Claim 18 is 
patentable for at least the reasons stated above, thus claims 25 and 26 are likewise patentable. 

In summary, the rejection of claims 25 and 26 under 35 USC § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dylla et al. (U.S. 5,322,230) in view of Dylla (U.S. 5,330,125) and Weinberg 
et al. (U.S. 5,916,651), and further in view of McCoimick et al. (U.S. 5,524,844) has been 
overcome and should be withdrawn. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the above-described amendments were made to 
expedite the prosecution of the current application, and do not reflect the AppUcants' opinion of 
the merits of the Patent Officers rejections. These amendments are made without prejudice to the 
filing of a divisional application. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

Allowance of all pending claims, as amended, at an early date is solicited. 



Date I 



Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 

SAB/TMS/kmm 



Respectfully 




/ScottA.Barden,Reg.No.: 39,594 
^Telephone No.: (651)736-6935 



13 

PAGE 14/14 * RCVD AT 6/11/2004 4:0?:11 PM [Eastern Daylight rtme] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:651 736 6133* DURATION (iiifii-ss):04-28 



